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Reagan Issues New Rules on Classi

BySTEVEN R. WEISMAN

. SpeclaltoThe New York Times
- WASHINGTON, Feb. 2 — President
Reagan, moving again to curb disclo-
sures of sensitive foreign policy materi.
al, today imposed new regulations on
the handling of National Security Coun-
- cil documents containing classitied in-
formation. . ASAT 0 SoenTL
At the same time, the
‘jected a proposéd restriction on contacts
between Government officials and re-
porters. . .. R S ) - T
Mr. Reagan’s action came in the form
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ed Documents

President re-

fiow of nonclassified, as well as classi-
fied, information to the news media.

Mr. Gergen said that Mr. Clark’s new
order *‘rescinds’ the previous one re-
garding contacts with the news media.
However, he and other White House offi-
cials said that differant agencies would
be given some latitude in placing re-
 strictions on contacts with the press and
.in curbing the dissemination of classi-
iﬂedmaterial. e
| Under Mr. Clark’s new. directive,

wpeveryone given access to-documents

iu§ed by the Naticnal Security Council

of a newly-issued “implementation™il be required to sign a cover sheet,

agairst the unautborized
classifiedmaterial. . ... ... . o=
David R. Gergen,.the senior White
House spokesman, said Mr. Clark’s di-
rective was *drawn ‘up after. caretul
consideration and consultation, and it
draws a proper balance between the

. Objections to ‘Wi

information.” . - ‘ . Y
' orking Draty - &
' In an order issued by the President on

quired to odtain prior approval rrom su-

' periors before any interviews with re-
‘ porters on the subject of classified infor-

;7oation. taken up by the National Se-
‘curity Council, A *“working draft” of

_ Sorme provisions of the working draft
were 3bown Monday to reporters, who
raised objections to it. They bave.re-
grnzly told: White House officials. that

. Reagan's campaign against vnau-
;thorized disclosures was hampering the

order” from William P. Clark, the na.
tional security adviser, who has been in
charge of the racent White House drive
disclosure of

public’s legitimate right to know and the
Government’s need to protect classified
.. + TN

Jan. 12, Government officials were re-

2ir, Clark’s new order would have con-
tinued this provision and added another

the contents only with “‘persons who are
autborized by law to have access to this
document.” . S
_Maj. Robert M. Kimmitt, legal coun-
sel to the National Security Council, said
that infortnation might be classified if it
met all three of the following criteria: if
the person classifying it has the author-
ity todo so, if it contains certain catego-
ries of sensitive information, such as
military information, and if its disclo-
sure might do *‘identifiable damage to
the national security interests of the
United States.” - o
Major Kimmitt said that Attorney
General William French Smith was re-
viewing the three-year-old regulations
¢h the implementation of these classi.
fication criteria. N
In interviews, officials of the Admin.
istration cited three recent develop-
ments that precipitated the President’s
craczdown on unauthorized disclosure
ofsensitivematerial. - - . .-
First. these officials said, was the dis.

signitying their agreement to discuss'.

closure fast month of Mr. Reagan's ‘;.haci-J
5ion to permit Taiwan to buy sorms sond
personic fighters bat not a more ad-|
vanced fighter, known as the ¥X. The |
Chirese, who oppose American arms
sales to Taiwan, were said to have been
very upset wken they read about ixiw]
decision in thenewspapers, - Ry |

Second, one official said, was a repaft|
in The Washington Post of the possidle/
presence of Mig-23 bomBers
packed in crates in Cubg, Ax‘certhea;tf.j
cle was published, the official smd,;b.e:
cratesdisappeared under camouflags b

Finally, the official said some Aerld
can *“foreign intelligence friends” wér

o]

signaling the Administration that theypd

‘were having second thoughts abouf'ceri

tain reciprocal intelligence agreemants]
because of the unauthorized disclosuzes
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